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Is there a clinical, radiological, or 
pathological diagnosis of pleural 
or peritoneal mesothelioma?

Is there a history of a pleural 
effusion with pleural thickening 
and pleural plaques, or pleural 
thickening and pleural plaques 
by themselves?

Refer for 
legal advice.

Refer for legal advice. No further action.

N.B. – If the patient recalls ‘no known exposure to asbestos or exposure to talc’, still refer to a 
specialist solicitor for legal advice.

Please note, this visual aid shouldn’t be used as, nor is it intended to be, legal advice. It’s designed to help you when you’re presented 
with a patient with a suspected or pathologically diagnosed mesothelioma or asbestos-related and work-related lung cancer.

For more information about asbestos-related 
diseases and how legal support might be able 
to help your patient, visit: 

A visual aid to help you with suspected or 
pathologically diagnosed asbestos-related or 
work-related cancer in patients.
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Please refer to Mesothelioma UK, Roy Castle, and 
Lung Cancer Nursing UK for further details.



Asbestos-related and work-related lung cancer

Yes No

Refer for legal advice if one or more of the following are present:
• 	 An occupational history of exposure to the substances listed below. (1)

• 	 Employment in an industry where exposure may have occurred. (2)

Is there a pathological diagnosis of, 
or a high suspicion of lung cancer?

No further action.

N.B. Still refer for legal advice, even if the patient has a smoking history plus exposure.

An overview* of substances and industries to be aware of:

1. Substances
•  Asbestos
•  Arsenic and inorganic arsenic compounds
•  Beryllium and beryllium compounds
•  Cadmium and cadmium compounds, chromium
   (IV) compounds
•  Coal gasification 
•  Coal-tar pitch 
•  Coke production
•  Engine/Diesel exhaust fumes
•  Haematite
•  Nickel
•  Silica dust and its crystalline forms (quartz)
•  Welding fumes.

*Both lists are not exhaustive.

2. Industries
•  Iron and steel foundries 
•  Acheson processing
•  Aluminium production
•  Armed Forces
•  Construction and joinery 
•  Electrical and engineering
•  Heating and ventilation
•  Insulation
•  Mining
•  Painting and decorating
•  Rubber manufacturing
•  Transportation – including caravans, railways,
    shipbuilding and motor  
•  Tailoring
•  Healthcare and education.
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A visual aid to help you with suspected or 
pathologically diagnosed asbestos-related or 
work-related cancer in patients.


